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Tel. No. 1-767-266-3436/1-767-440-6803     Cross Street  
Fax No. 1-767-440-6802       Commissions’ Building                                               
Email: integritycommission@dominica.gov.dm      Roseau 

Commonwealth of Dominica  

Ref. No.: IC 140-01 
 
June 24, 2014 

Mr. Steve Ferrol 
Secretary to the Cabinet 
Cabinet Secretariat 
Financial Centre  
Kennedy Avenue, Roseau  
 

Dear Sir,  

INTEGRITY IN PUBLIC OFFICE ACT 2003: 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF L IST OF PERSONS IN 

PUBLIC LIFE WHO FAILED TO FILE DECLARATIONS 
 

I have been directed by the Integrity Commission to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 19th June, 
2014 and to reply as follows: 

Under section 16(2) of the Integrity in Public Office Act, 2003 a person in public life is required to file a 
declaration with the Commission irrespective of the fact that, during the income year in respect of which 
the declaration is required or in the following two income years, the declarant ceased to be a person in 
public life, otherwise than by reason of death. 

Under section 22 of the Act where a person who is required to file a declaration under section 16 fails to 
file the declaration in accordance with the Act, the Commission shall publish that fact in the Gazette and 
send a report to the Director of Public Prosecutions for further action. 

The Commission can find no provisions in the Constitution of Dominica including section 27 thereof 
which prohibit the publication in the Official Gazette of the name of a person in public life, a Minister of 
Government (Past), who is required to file a declaration under section 16 of the Act and who has failed to 
file such a declaration in accordance with the Act because that person now holds the office of President 
of Dominica.    

The Attorney General of Dominica was so advised by the Senior State Attorney in the Ministry of 
Tourism and Legal Affairs in a Memorandum to him dated 24th February, 2014. In that Memorandum, 
after examining the provisions of section 27 of the Constitution, the Senior State Attorney advised as 
follows: 

 “…Hence, whilst there is no provision which removes the obligation on the holder of the Office of 
President to file the requisite declaration under section 16 of the Integrity in Public Office Act in relation 
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to his former office, the sanction for such a failure cannot be enforced against the President while he 
holds the office of President. [Emphasis added]. 

The immunity however ceases when the President leaves office. And by virtue of section 27(2) of the 
Constitution, the period during which the President held office shall not be taken into account in 
calculating the period within which proceedings must be brought.   When the President ceases to hold 
office, he will consequently still be faced with the disclosure requirement and such requirement will then 
be enforceable.  [Emphasis added]. 

CONCLUSION 

While there is no provision which absolves the holder of the office of President of the requirement to file 
declarations under section 16 of the Integrity in Public Life Act (sic) in relation to his former office, the 
immunity from suit which he enjoys protects him from any attempt to enforce such requirement. The 
immunity however ceases when the President leaves office. [Emphasis added]. 

Sgd Tameka Hyacinth 
Senior State Attorney” 

 
I enclose herewith a copy of this Memorandum which was sent to the Commission by the President’s 
Secretary on 27th March, 2014. 

I also enclose herewith a legal opinion dated 4th April, 2014 which was requested by the Commission 
from Kevin Williams Chambers on the nature and extent of the immunity with which the President of 
Dominica is clothed under section 27 of the Constitution.  

Furthermore, a fundamental principle of constitutional democracy enshrined in the preamble of the 
Constitution of Dominica 1978 is the Rule of Law which subjects all persons and authorities to the laws 
of Dominica and excludes the idea of any exemption of officials or others from the duty of obedience to 
the laws of Dominica, unless so provided for by the Parliament of Dominica.    

In the premises, the Commission has therefore decided that the notice “INTEGRITY IN PUBLIC 
OFFICE ACT, 2003: FAILURE TO FILE A DECLARATION BY 31ST OF MARCH 2014” shall 
now be forwarded directly to the Government Printer with the request that this notice be published in the 
Official Gazette of Thursday 3rd July, 2014. 

The Government Printer has the statutory responsibility to print the Official Gazette and to publish this 
notice in the Gazette in accordance with section 22 of the Integrity in Public Office Act, 2003. 

Sincerely, 

 
(Sgn’d:  Helen Ambo) 
Helen Ambo (Ms.) 
SECRETARY 
 
cc:  Government Printer 
�
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(Signed:  Hon. Levi A. Peter) 
ATTORNEY GENERAL  
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(Signed:  T. Hyacinth ) 
SENIOR STATE ATTORNEY 
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(Signed:  Steve Ferrol) 
SECRETARY TO THE CABINET 
 
cc.   Government Printer  
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